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Doc.  No.  5392 


No.  1.  Case  Concerning  Shooting  to  Death  of  Lepers  on 
Nauru  Island. 


The  air  raids  on  Nauru  Island  by  the  Allied  Forces 
having  bccone  increasingly  intense,  and  in  order  to  make 
the  Lepers  evacuate  fron  Nauru  Island,  Vice-Commander 
NAKAYAMA  who  was  the  connander  of  the  guard  unit  at  the 
tine  ordered  Naval  Warrant  Officer  SAKATA  who  was  attached 
to  the  Foreign  Affairs  Section  of  the  guard  unit,  to  give 
the  following  oral  instructions  to  Yosvio  ISFIKAwA  (a 
nenber  of  the  South  Sea  Colonization  Co.)  who  was  on  the 
non-official  staff  attached  to  the  Foreign  Affairs  Section; 
the  executives  of  the  Public  Peace  and  Order  Maintenance 
Society;  the  patients;  and  to  their  relations. 


"Lepers  in  all  the  occupied  zones  under  the  Japanese 
Forces  shall  be  interned  in  an  island  off  Ponape  Island 
situated  in  the  Inner  South  Seas.  They  shell  be  assured 
of  tvcir  life  of  struggle  against  the  disease  end  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  by  means  of  t^e  Imperial  grant 
from  the  Ex-Er.press  of  Japan.  Furthermore,  the  islanders 
of  Neuru  shell  remove  to  Ponape  Island  ot  some  later  date 
for  strategic  reasons.  In  such  a  case,  they  will  probably 
be  able  to  cone  close  to  the  Leper  patients  by  means  of 
canoes."  Tvis  oral  information  was  transmitted  by  Interpreter 
CFORDON  /phonetics/. 


At  9  a.n.  (believe  it  was  about  June  or  July  in  1943 
/Shown  18/)  of  the  evacuation  day,  all  the  patients  were 
placed  on  Enemy  Property  Boat  No.  8,  which  was  dispatched 
from  a  guerd-svip  which  was  close  to  the  place  of  intern¬ 
ment.  Non-Official  Staff  Member  IS**IKAV/A  was  at  the  send- 
off  together  witv  a  large  number  of  the  islanders  at  the 
tine  when  the  boat  sailed  cut  under  the  command  of  Nrvel 
Warrant  Officer  SAKATA. 


Consequently,  this  written  report  represents  actual 
facts  while  Non-Official  Staff -Member  ISFIKAWA  was  in  office 


on  Nauru  Island. 


Thumb  crint  end  Seal 
Reading  ISFIKAY// 


U.  S.  Williams,  Major 


No.  2.  Personal  Account  by  the  Captain  of  t>~e  Guard -SMp 
about  the  Shooting  to  Death 


As  heard  by  ISFIKAWA: 


1.  Place:  Foreign  Affairs  Section  Room  of  the  Guard 
Unit  on  Nauru  Island  (At  that  time,  it  was  in 
China  Town.) 
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1.  Date:  About  June  or  July,  1943  (the  dry  when  the 
guard-ship  entered  the  Port  of  Nruru  vlr  Nauru, 

Kusa.i  rnd  Yalu  /pvcnctics/  Islands. 

1.  Persons  at  the  meeting:  Captain;  IS*'IKi*VA;  rnd 
SASAKOTO  (the  last-named  two  were  non-official 
staff  members.) 

The_ pr.£.talA.,s.  Pcrsonrl  Account 

At  r  point  v?here  the  ship  ^ad  just  crossed  r  little 
wry  off  the  Equator  line,  tvc  brat  wherein  the  prtients 
were  interned  rnd  v/Vich  was  being  towed  about  200  v  oters 
behind  the  guard -sv ip  was  bombarded  by  a  stationary  gun 
cn  the  /guard/  ship.  A  shell  dropped  into  the  sea.  100 
meters  to  the  rear  of  the  boot.  All  the  patients  stood 
up.  Apparently  they  thought  that  this  was  due  to  the 
appearance  of  an  Allied  submarine  against  the  Japanese 
troops.  The  second  svcll  hit  the  boat,  and  all  the  patients 
stood  up  and  srng  a  song  v/hile-  carrying  the  injured  in 
their  erns.  T^eir  song  was  probably  tvcir  song  of  prayer 
to  God.  Forever,  several  more  shells  were  fired  from  t^e 
guard  s^ip  and  the  patients  wen  killed  in  encv  other's 
arms.  Finally  the  boat  keeled  over,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  most  of  the  prtients.  One  of  tve  old  men  among 
the  patients  named  IJBEYOITG,  who  stayed  on  the  bcrt  to  the 
last,  was  finally  killed  by  rifle  s^ots  fired  by  the  guards 
cn  board,  by  the  order  of  the  Conrandcr. 

Thumb  print  and  Seal 
Reading  IST'IK/.V7. 

(signed)  U.  S.  Williams,  M~jor 

no.  3.  &EEmm 

I  have  written  down  tve  true  facts  in  accordance  with 
t+t  dictates  of  ny  conscience.  I  hereby  swear  that  I  have 
neither  concealed  nor  added  on  anything. 

•  • 

Annexed  two  shetts  cf  records  bearing  seals  and  t>umb 
prints  are  attached*  /T.N.  NANYO  TAIOJSFOKO,  KABUEFIKI  KAISFA/ 

Dated  this  28th  day  of  October  1946  /Showa  21/ 

Ycshio  ISVIKAWA  (Seal  and  TVui.b  print) 

Former  Employee  of  Mining  Office 
on  Nauru  Island  cf  tve  South  Seas 
Colonization  Co.,  Ltd.  Former 
Non-Official  Staff  Member  of  the 
67th  Naval  Guard  Unit  (Nauru  Island) 

703  1-Cvcme ,  IV/ABUCF I -KACFI , 

0J1-KU,  Tokyo 
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Sworn  to,  signod  rnd  inprinted  with 
the  seal  me1.  tVe  thunb  of  the  right 
hend  of  the  v/ithin  npr.cd  ISFIKAWA, 
Yoshio  at  TOKYO  this  28th  dey  of 
October,  1946,  before  nc. 

W  89003  U.  S.  VI  ill  inns  (signed) 

Major 

An  officer  in  the  AUSTRALIAN  Military 

Forces 
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